
 

KING’S CLIFFE NEIGHBOURHOOD DEVELOPMENT PLAN STEERING GROUP 
 

Minutes of the Meeting of Wednesday 20 December 2017 
Underground 

 
Present:  Chris Leuchars (CL) 
  David Graham (DG) 

Felicity Thistlethwaite (FT) 
Mark Ayres (MA),  
Charles Tomalin (CT) 
Clive Ibotson (CI) 
George Smid (GS) 

                         (Barry Tempest (BT)) 
 

Apologies: Katy Weeks (KW), Jeanne Atkinson (JA) 
 
 
1. Declarations of Interest 
None 
 
2. Minutes of Meeting of 11th October 
As this was an extra meeting purely designed to consider our response to ENC recommendations prior to a 
meeting with planning officers, no formal minutes were taken. However, a list of Steering Group responses was 
drawn up, and it was agreed that these should be put on the website in lieu of minutes. 
 
3. Website Update 
A recent Facebook post had reached 628 people, with a result that website hits had reached 20-25 a day in 
subsequent days - a significant increase, showing there is continued interest in the progress of the Plan. 
 
4. a) Feedback from Meeting with NCC/ENC over old Middle School site on 12 December 
CL reported that the meeting was largely inconclusive due to the fact that NCC and the Doctors had been unable 
to meet the previous week, and so there was no joint proposal. NCC are intending to sell off part of the site to the 
Doctors for a surgery, health centre and assisted living units, while building houses for the elderly on some of the 
remaining land. The Doctors have a plan for covering the whole site. They are talking of 70 housing ‘units’. NCC 
is talking of fewer, but it is unclear whether this refers just to its section of the site, or the whole site. The Parish 
Council are expecting a figure of 35-40 units. NCC will meet the Doctors in January, and hopefully the situation 
will then become clearer.  
 
The SG had a brief discussion of the situation, but given the lack of clarity, and the fact that a definite proposal is 
needed from NCC/Doctors, it was decided to wait. 
 
  b) Feedback from ENC/Environment Agency meeting of 7 December 
CL had only heard second hand the results of this meeting on the possibility of including the land south of Church 
Walk in the Plan. It seems that the Environment Agency was not happy for this site to be developed, but it 
acknowledged there was a right of appeal and it would inform the landowner of the likelihood of such an appeal 
being successful.  
 
The SG did not see the need to delay the NP over this matter. This land had appeared in the Draft as a rejected 
site, and only one response (from the landowner’s agent) had disputed this. Two villagers had responded that 
they opposed this site, and NCC Local Flood Authority had recommended steering development away from the 
Willow Brook. Its status in the Draft should not, therefore, be changed. 
 
 
5. Discussion of points raised from formal consultation response 
Each response was discussed in detail and amendments to the Plan inserted where applicable into the 
Submission Draft. There was only time to consider half of the responses in this meeting. The recommendations 
from these responses are to be found in a separate document ‘SG Responses 2’. 
 
6. AOB 
None 
 
Date of next meeting: Wednesday 17th January 2018, 7.30pm, Underground. 


